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1. What peace is not: 

a. World peace – man’s fleeting ideal 

i. In all of recorded human history, only 8% were times of peace 

ii. In the last 300 years, 286 wars in Europe alone 

iii. Between 1500 BC and 1860 AD, over 8,000 peace treaties signed 

- All intended to last forever 

- Average treaty lasted 2 years 

iv. Sinful humans > difficulty living in perfect peace with others 

v. Man’s mistake is thinking that peace exists when there is lack of 
conflict from without, less stressful circumstances or fewer problems 

b. Peacemaker – Man’s ideal – deterrent from war, lack of human conflict 

2. How does the Bible define “Peace?” 

a. Hebrew - Shalom –greeting means ‘peace, harmony, wholeness, prosperity, 
welfare and tranquility.’ Greeting used for both “hello” and “goodbye” 

i. Shalom aleichem – ‘peace be unto you’ (Jesus, Paul, and throughout)  

ii. Response - Aleichem shalom – ‘unto you peace’ 

iii. Beth Shalom – ‘House of Peace’ referring to Synagogues or Temples 

b. Beyond human understanding – Phil. 4:6-7 LB 

i. Replace worry and fear with prayer and thanksgiving 

c. Peace with God 

i. God’s Enemies – Romans 5:10 

ii. Reconciled to God – 2 Corinthians 5:20 

d. Real PEACE is not a result of lack of storms and stressors, but rather a 
result of being in right relationship with God. Your house doesn’t get messy 



because its windy outside. Lack of peace comes from within. Peace is not a 
day without a storm, but rather the confidence in God to handle every storm. 

3. What is our SOURCE of Peace? 

a. Isaiah 9:6 – Jesus, many names, “Prince of Peace” 

b. Colossians 3:15; John 16:33 

4. How do we ATTAIN Peace? 

a. Gift of God - John 14:27; Isaiah 26:3; 2 Thessalonians 3:16 

i. When? Always. 

ii. Which situations? Every situation. Peace in the midst of our storms. 

iii. Lack of peace is lack of trust – Isaiah 41:10 

iv. Peace does not come with fewer problems but with trusting Jesus 

b. Received by FAITH – Romans 5:1; Mark 4:37-40 

c. PREREQUISITES of Peace – Philippians 4:4-6; 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 

i. Be cheerful – even in hard times, in every situation 

ii. Choose JOY – not a feeling, a decision, evident to others 

iii. Don’t worry, trust God 

iv. Tell God everything (prayer) – not other people 

v. Be grateful – don’t forget to thank Him 

d. The PROMISE of Peace – God’s PEACE, beyond human comprehension v. 7 

e. The PURSUIT of Peace – 1 Peter 3:11; 2 Timothy 2:22; Psalm 34:14 

5. RESULTS of Peace  

a. Rest and safety – Psalm 4:8 

b. Peace with Enemies – Proverbs 16:7 

c. Uniting Jews and Gentiles – Ephesians 2:14 



6. What is a “PeaceMaker?” – One who helps others find true peace 

a. Moses attempted – Acts 7:23-29 

b. GK – ĕirēnŏpŏios - An active participant making peace, not merely one who 
avoids conflict 

c. Includes helping resolve worldly conflict, but ultimate expression is of one 
who helps others make peace with God 

7. Becoming a PeaceMaker 

a. First make peace yourself with God – Matthew 7:3-5 

b. Help others put their trust in Jesus so they’ll have peace 

c. Beautiful feet – Romans 10:15 

d. It is a Gospel of Peace – Ephesians 6:15 

8. Living in the reward of being a PeaceMaker 

James 3:18 LB & NIV – planting seeds, reaping righteousness 

SONS OF GOD (Children of God) 

• The Bible says literally, “because they, sons of God shall be called” (declared aloud)  

• We are God’s sons (children) by His declaration, His spoken word 

• An act of God’s love – 1 John 3:1 

• Submitting to His Spirit – Romans 8:14 (Amplified Bible) 

• Adopted by Faith – Galatians 3:26 & 4:5-7 

• Born of God – John 1:9-13 

CONCLUSION – Be a PEACEMAKER! 

• A reluctant PeaceMaker – Jonah 1, (760 AD) ship of sailors; 3, great city of Nineveh 
spared multiple generations for 150 more years until returning wickedness brought 
about their destruction at the hands of the Assyrians – Nahum 1 (612 AD). 

• A blessed PeaceMaker  - John 13:15-17 

• An obedient PeaceMaker – Colossians 3:23-24 

• Pray that God will make you a willing and effective PeaceMaker!


